; % 
# 
7 
yt ” 


REVELATION OF ST. IHN 
AS $IGNIFYING THE 


CITY OF ROME 
CONSIDERED 
WITH REFERENCE TO THE CLAIMS OF THE 


ROMAN CHURCH. 


BY THE LATE REVEREND ; 
[ 


THOMAS TOW NSON, D. D. 


ARCHDEACON or RICHMOND3 ONE OF THE RECTORS OP 
MALPAS, CHESHIRE 3 AND SOMETIME FELLOW OF sr. 
MARY MAGDALEN COLLEGE, OXFORD. 


NISI DOMINUS ZDIFICAVERIT DOMUM, IN VANUM 
| LABORAVERUNT QUI ZDIFICANT EAM. 
Pfal. cxxvi. al. cxxvii. 1. 


pp 


.OXFORD: 
SOLD BY FLETCHER AND co. 
AND BY r. AND c. RIVINGTON, LONDON» 


MDCCXCVII, 


q 
% 
3 


37 


IMPRIMAT UR. 
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April. 6, 1797. 


- Vice-Can. Oxon. 


TO 


THE RIGHT REVEREND 
WILLIAM 
LORD BISHOP OF CHESTER 
THIS TRACT IS RESPECTFULLY ADDRESSED 
AND To 

THE CONSIDERATION oP ALL 
THAT INHABIT THE ARCHDEACONRY 

OF RICHMOND 


IS HUMBLY SUBMITTED. 


— 


O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who didſt ſhow to thy 
Apoſtle St. John things that were to come, and 


didſt command him to write what he had ſeen for 


the edifying of thy Church, Grant that theſe ob- 
ſervations of thy unworthy ſervant on a part of his 
viſions may influence the mind of no one, but as 
far as they are agreeable to the true intent of his 
prophecy, and may be ſubſervient to thy honour 
and glory. Amen. 
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TEE following Diſcoarſe,' as the Public 
have already been informed *, was compoſed 
by Dr. Townſon, and prepared for the preſs 
a few years before his death. Of the inter- 
pretation of the Viſion which forms the 
ground of the treatiſe, and of the validity of 


the argument thence deduced {againſt the 


Church of Rome, he was perfectly ſatisfied, 
often and carefully as he reviewed the ſub- 
ject, and reviſed his papers: but a temporary 
circumſtance, which has long ceaſed, co-ope- 
rating with his natural modeſty, ſuſpended 
the publication. The work is now, from'the 
corrected copy intruſted to the editor, faith- 
fully printed; not only in compliance with 
the wiſhes of one or two highly eſteemed 


1 See Dr. Townſon's Diſcourſe om our Lord's ReſurreRion ; 


Account of the Author, p. Ixxx. | 
: A 2 5 Friends 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


Friends of the Author, who peruſed the ma- 

nuſcript before and ſince the hand was cold 
that wrote it, but alfo in full perſuaſion that 
He himſelf, had Providence prolonged his 
life to this moment, would no longer have 


withheld his thoughts from the world. 


In theſe days of wonder we have ſeen, partly 


at leaſt, verified © quod apud noſtras aures 
„ ominabatur *.” The arms of France, then 


tearing her own bowels only, have recently 


_ ravaged Italy, and made the ſovereign Pontif 


tremble. on his throne—a warning and pre- 


lude to that final overthrow, which the Apo- 


calyptic Viſion here treated ſets before us; 
when an Earthquake or Volcano perhaps, may 
complete the deſolation, which war probably 


in ſome ſhape will begin. 


But whatever, in God's appointed time, 
may be the means and miniſters of. Rome's 
viſitation, when her ſmoky and ever-during 


- iruins ſhall commence ; in regard to ourſelves, 


the ſingularly favoured inhabitants: of. theſc 
iſlands, few periods in our annals ſeem to 
have called for vigilance more loudly than the 


preſent ; when exiles humanely foſtered, and 
natives juſtly tolerated, the common ſons of 


one and the ſame idolatrous,. inſidious, and 


1 See ibid. xxvili, 
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aged 72. His affection for the beſt of bro- 
thers erected a neat tablet of marble to the 
memory of Dr. Townſan, ind the church at 
f Malpas. The inſcription, which was not 
| drawn up when the memoirs were compiled, 
is here ſubmitted to the Reader's indulgence ; 

| and 


ADVERTISEMENT. - 1 

* ſanguinary Church, are exerting, in ſupport Ni 
| of a declining cauſe, all their uſual art, and 100 
. more, if poſſible, than their uſual induſtry. un 
When the enemy is awake and active, thoſe * L 
| within the fortreſs ought not to ſlumber. At 100 
| ſuch a juncture therefore, I feel infinite ſa- 19 
| tisfactien that I have it in my power to add c 1 
| to the living works of Dr. Townſon theſe N 
b intereſting pages, by which He being dead ij 
; * vet e 7 1 
Middleton, "lt 

March 23, 1797. | | | or 

: R. CHURTON. Mk 

p | 142 
, 55 
| yy tit 
| P. S. Since theſe papers were committed 40 
5 to the preſs, the Author's ſurviving brother, vin 
John Townſon Eſquire, of Gray's Inn, one % 
; of the Directors of the Honourable Eaſt India 143 
5 Company, departed this life, March 3, 1797, Ll f 
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and 1 am happy to add a teſti more 
worthy of the Deceaſed, paid to his: memory 
by his eſteemed Friend and ſucceſſor in the 
Rectory of Blithfield, the Revenad Walter 
Bagot, M. A. | 


on 
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On the South Wall in the Chancel at MaLzras. 
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The Reverend Thomas 'Townſon D. D. 
Archdeacon of Richmond, 
whoſe remains are interred, as he directed, 
near the north wall of the church yard, 
was ſometime Fellow of 
St. Mary Magdalen College, Oxford, 
and more than forty one years Rector of 
the lower mediety of this Pariſh ; 
_ where conſtant attention | 
to the temporal wants and ſpiritual welfare 
of every rank, 
Joined with benignity of mind 
and courteſy of manners, 
gained him univerſal eſteem 
and cordial affection. 
He was learned, humble, pious : 
his writings were diſtinguiſhed by 
claſſical elegance, ſound argument, 
evangelical purity : 
his devotion | 
was fervent without enthuſiaſm, 
his liberality 
inexhauſtible, yet ſtudiouſly concealed ; 
his cheerfulneſs invariable, 
and his countenance heavenly, 
His life and death were alike edifying, 
the one was piety, the other peace. 
He expired full of hope ip Jeſus Chriſt 
on Sunday evening April 15. 1792. 
aged 77 years, 


On 


T * 


On a tablet of * marble, with his arms and creſt 
(quarterly, firſt and fourth, on a Saltier between 4 


Eſcallops 5 Croſſes Croſlets; ſecond and third, 5 Croſſes : 


plain and a Chevronel: Creſt, on a wreath 3 Croſſes 


Croſlets fitchy, ſurmounted with an Eſcallop) againſt the 


South Wall in the Church at BLITRTIEIVD. 


In 
Memory of 
Thomas Townſon D. D. 

Rector of this Pariſh from 1749 to 1759 
A learned humble and truly pious Chriſtian 
A faithful miniſter of the Church of God 

| Which he conſtantly ſupported and adorned 
both by his Life and Writings 

Loved and regretted by all who knew him 

He died at Malpas in Cheſhire 
April 15. 1792 aged 77 

and was there buried amidſt the ſighs and 

tears of his afflicted Pariſhioners. 


Lee future Recbors follow if they cn 
The bright Example of this holy man ! 


Oos bleſſed ] Lord 4 punti his + Apel tha 
they ſhould fit on twelve throties' judging the 
twelve tribes of Tfract*; and he exhibited the new 
Jeruſalem to St. Jol as having twelve foutida- 
tions, and in them the names of the twelve Apoſ⸗ 
tles of the Lamb. Theſe things ſuggeſt an idea 
of equality Among them; and if there was a'pti- 
macy of order, yet that no one of them had greater 
authority than che reſt. 

But if he did indeed 9 91 2 8 St. Peter a prince 
over his Apoſtles and univerſal Church, it no where | 
appears that he inveſted him with a right of tranſ- 
mitting the plenitude of his power and apoftolical 
fupremacy to a fucceſfor ; or, if that privilege alſo 
was allowed him, how the fucceffion was to be kept 


N. B. The words at the bottom of the pages, texts of Scrip- 
ture and a few other inſtances excepted, refer to the Index. 
1 Matth. xix. 28. 2 Rev, xxl. 14. 

'B up, 


0 11 
* or Wc it was to be ſtabliſhed. On voy 


nike. But if the 5 25 the Church i is 
monarchical, ſo much it evidently intimates to all 
the faithful, that they ought to ſeek their Sovereign 


in any pach of che Sirften wong eber than at 


{ 
| 
Rome. | 
This we may infer from a Viſion of the Revela- 1 
tion of St. John; confining our argument to a { 
part of the Viſion- that is ſufficiently clear for the c 
purpoſe, and reaſoning from it in the ſenſe which 


learned interpreters of the Roman Church agree in ' 
general to Rae to E gil 1 
e maintaining which pokition Lipall endeavour Nl « 
as, Has poffible to preclude unneceſſary diſputes 5 


3 * the ſenſe of the texts alleged from Scrip- g 
Aby, citing it ac ccording tothe, Latin verſion tl 
cd the Value which received as. authentic = 

tral who. are, in communion with, the Church of Ta 

This yerfian. was, formerly rendered. into h 
Englim at Doway and Rhemess, and has ſince ra 
eviled and ede Propet ap- is 
 probations, The Old Teſtament. cams, forth in o0ꝗ 


MDCCL,. the. New, in fl, Ny quota- I = 
. Poms Kom Scripture, and generally my alluſions to ta 
it vill be in the; language of thi reha rom ce 
PS dition Juſt, mentigneds) . 10 
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INathe ſeventeenth chapter of the Revelation of 
St. John a woman is exhibited as fitting upon a 
beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns; and in an- 
other view as ſitting upon many waters. The wo- 
man is intitled, Babylon the Great. In the courſe 
of the chapter the ſymbols of the ſeven heads, of 
the ten horns, of the many waters, and laflly of the 

woman, are interpreted. The woman is ſaid to 
fignify a (great city having e over the 
« kings of the earth.“ 

As fur as my argument is S in ua ex- 
an of the ſymbols that is given by an Angel, 
the queſtion is, whether he means by the woman 
one certain city; and if he does, what city it is. 

Some have advanced that Babylon ſignifies the 
general community of the wicked, which they term 
the city of the devil, as oppoſed to the ſociety of 
the faithful, the city of God. The Chriſtian mo- 
raliſt may, if he pleaſes, conſider Babylon in this 
light, as St. Auguſtin has ſometimes: done *, and 
raiſe uſeful and pious reflections from it. But this 
is his own conſtruction, not the Atiget's, expoſition 
of the great city. The end of 1nterpreting is to 

render things plainer; and this the Angel profeſſes 
to do: I will tell thee the myſtery of the wo» 

c man.“ He then ſays, The woman which 
« thou ſaweſt is the great city, which bath King - 
% dom over the kings of the earth. Now a eity 
that exactly anſwered to this deſcription ſubſiſting 
when St. * ſaw the viſion, the Angel's inter- 


1 — — 5 - - y * 
TOY ονοε See Auguſtin. 
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pretation turns our thoughts naturally to that 


city; and if he did not mean it, but ſomething, 


elſe indefinite and remote, he rather miſleads than 
directs our view. This cannot be the Angel's in- 
tention. When he ſays the ſymbolical woman is a 
great ruling city, his words muſt be underſtood li- 
terally; and when he fays that one ſignification of 
the ſeven heads is ſeven mountains, he muſt mean 
ſeven real mountains: and then this city © can de 
no other than Rome. 

Thus Menochius, in ene of 8 Diſfarta- 
Fas. o on various ſabjects, and in his conciſe notes 
on:Scnpture, explains the characters that are given 
of the great city. And in like manner Cornelius 
n Lapide, having rejected the gloſs mentioned 


above concerning the community of the wicked; 
with ſome others, argues that Babylon, deſcribed 
as having kingdom over the kings of the earth, and 
as having ſeven mbuntains, is Rome; the latter 


circumſtance;-he fays, fuiting with no other city. 
He confirms his argument by the authorities of 
St. Jerpm, of Tertullian, and St. Auguſtin; and 
ſabjoins.a catalogue of later writers, who have aſ. 
ferted the ſame thing: The catalogue might be 
enlarged with the names of other authors of his 
own Church, but that it is needleſs: © Rome,” 
n learned Prelate df the Gallican Church has vb: 
fervedy**s ſo plainly marked out under the figure 
eee een wk to be N 
«<2 phered ute nn i, 


s Menochius, . Akapide; Ws: 1. - nn No. 1. 
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„The ode notes: ſo characteriſtic of Rotne, its 
empire and ſeven hills, are thus united by Proper- 
tius in a verſe often cited on this occaſion: 

7. Saptern ur Salts] Jugis, toti quæ præſidet orbi. 

Propert. I. iii. x. 57. 

"- en raiſed on ſeven hills, that rules over the 
whale earth 

But to theſe a the Abad adds a third, the 
many waters upon which the woman fat. * The 
«© waters,” he ſays, are peoples, and nations, 
« and tongues.” But he did not ſhow St. John 
the things ſignified, but only the ſymbol of them, 
« The waters which thou ſaweſt: which he in- 


terprets as has been juſt mentioned, 


Now though the Tiber is a river more famous 
her and poetry than conſiderable in itſelf, an- 
cient Rome abounded in waters, for which ſhe was 
renowned, I preſume, above every city upon the face 
of the earth. Her artificial rivers fetched from afar, 
and conveyed by aqueducts on noble arches, were 
ſuch mighty works, that in the age of Auguſtus, 
when they were not yet brought to the perfection 
in which St. John might ſee them, Strabo the geo- 
grapher acknowledged in them the wiſdom of the 
Romans ?, and Dionyſius the hiſtorian the great- 
neſs of the Roman empire * 

The following remark has been made on mo- 
dern Rome: 


Strabo, b. v. p. 360. Ed. Amſterdam. 
Dionyſ. Halicarn. b. iii. p. 191. Ed. Hudſon. 
: B 3 « There 


[61 

Tit There is nothing that delights a ſtranger 
more in Rome, than to ſee the great fountains of 
ct water that are almoſt in every corner of it. That 
old aqueduct, which Paul V. reftored; cometh 
« from a collection of ſources five and thirty miles 
* diſtant from Rome, that runs all the way upon 
e an aqueduct in a channel that is vaulted, and is 
4 liker a river than a fountain. It breaketh out 
* in five ſeveral fountains; of which ſome give 
« water about a foot ſquare. Fhat of Sixtus the 


« Fifth; the great fountain of Acqua Trevi, 


« that hath yet no decoration, but diſchargeth a 


4e prodigious quantity of water; the glorious foun- 


e tain in the Piazza Navona, that hath an air of 
greatnefſs in it that furpriſeth one; the fountain 
« in the Piazza di Spagna; thoſe before St. Pe- 
« ter's and” the Palazzo Farneſe, with many 
* others, furniſh Rome fo plentifully, that almoſt 
every private houſe hath a fountain that runs 
10 continually. All theſe, I ſay, are noble decora- 

*« tions, that carry an uſefulneſs with them that 
cannot be enough commended.” 

Since the time of Biſhop Burnet, whoſe letter 
from Rome that has this paſſage is dated Decem- 
ber 8th, MDCLXXXV, the fountain of Trevi has 
been highly decorated, at the expence of Clement 
XII. and Benedict XIV =. 

But Rome, the fight of whoſe fountains and 
waters ſo delighted this traveller, has now only 


JT 


7 See Venuti, No. 2, 3. 


ES . | 
three aqueducts : in the time of St John it had 
nine, which were afterwards increaſed to four - 
teen , built with great magnificence at an | amazing 
coſt, and conveying a wonderful quantity, of 1 water 
to the city. 85 
The elder-Phay ſpeaks of them in the following 
8 If any one take a careful ſurvey of the ſtore 
of waters, with which the public, the baths, the 
fiſh-pools, houſes, canals, gardens, ſuburbs, and ad- 
jacent villas, are ſupplied ; of the arches raiſed, 1 
mountains bored, the vallies filled up, to Nm 1 
courſe for theſe waters, he muſt confeſs that Mere 
is nothing more ſtupendous in the whole earth. 
as. Plin. Nat. Hift book XXXVi. chap. XV. 
" Many. waters, therefore were a diſtinguiſhing 
23 of Rome; and as they flowed as ſhe di- 
rected, and were as obedient to her command, as 
the peoples, and nations, and tongues which they 
repreſented, ſhe might be ſaid to fit upon them 
with the ſtricteſt propriety of ſymbolical language: 
ſince to fit upon is a known emblem of governing. 
Thus Babylon is clearly Rome, that is the City 
of Rome, according to the authors with whom I 
am ready to join iſſue upon this point, the City 
as diſtinguiſhed from the Hierarchy eſtabliſhed 
In it. » 
But whether the claims of this Hierarchy ſtand 
unaffected by the prophecy concerning the city, is 


Sec Fabretti. 
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ſtill a queſtion ; which I ſhall endeavour to diſcuſs 
under the following heads of inquiry: 


I. To what prerogatives does the Roman Church 


| Hold itſelf intitled, as granted to it by Chriſt ? | 


IL. If fuch prerogatives have indeed been granted 
to that Church by him, under what character 


| muſt the City of Rome be conſidered by his | 


people? 


III. What character has our Lord birafelf given of 
this City in his written word? | 


IV. Is the character of Rome given by Chriſt © con- 
ſiſtent with the character of it reſulting from the 
Prerogatives claimed by its Church, and aſcribed 

to it by its friends? | 


V. If the . are eh | 


other, is it credible that our Lord has veſted fuch 
high eee in a Church eſtabliſhed in 
Rome? | 


SECTION 


11 
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SECTION I. 


To what prerogatives does the Roman Church hold it- 
hat .. mtitled, as Mp to it by Chrift ? 


DINAL BELLARMINE, + in treating of 
the Roman Pontifs, tells us, that they muſt 
peculiarly well underſtand the authority of their 
own Seen. Let us therefore hear them ſpeak for 
themſelves from their apoſtolical chair. 
He who reigneth on high, to whom all power 
is given in heaven and in earth, hath committed 
« the one holy Catholic and Apoſtolical Church, 
« out of which there is no ſalvation, to be go- 
« yerned with plenitude of power by one only 
« on earth; namely, by Peter the prince of the 
« Apoſtles, and by the ſucceſſor of Peter the Ro- 
« man Pontif, This one he hath conſtituted a 
« prince over all nations and all kingdoms; to 
«« pluck up, waſte, deſtroy, plant, and build.“ 
They are the words of Pope Pius the Fifth, in 
his Bull againſt Queen Elizabeth ; towards the 
concluſion of which, Supported,” he ſays, by 
the authority of Him who hath ſeen fit to place 
him, however unequal to ſo great a charge, in 
this ſupreme throne of juſtice, he declares, in the 
« plenitude of his apoſtolical authority, the ſaid 
« Elizabeth laid under a ſentence of anathema, 
« deprived of all right and title to her kingdom, 


z Bellarmine, No. 1. | 1 
« her 
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her ſubjects abſolved from all oaths of allegiance 


to her, and thoſe who obey her involved in the 
like ſentence of an athena 
The high hand of ſovereignty, that * — held 
over one kingdom, is more widely extended in 
another Bull, which was re- modeled and brought 
to its preſent perfection by Pope Urban the 
_ Exghth* 3 from whoſe time it has been uſual, at 
leaſt till of late years, to publiſh it annually, from 
the portico of St. Peter's, on the Thurſday in Paſ- 
ſion- week; and that day being in the language of 
the Latin Church In cæna Domini, the Bull from 
thence took its name. That the contents of this 
Bull, In cena Domini, may be known not only at 
Rome, but throughout the Chriſtian Church, it 
lays ja ſtrict; charge on all patriarchs, primates, 
archbiſhops, prelates, and ordinaries, in virtue of 
their holy obedience, to read, or cauſe it to be 
read, once a year at leaſt in their churches, when 
there is the greateſt concourſe of people for divine 
worſhip. The manner in which it ſpeaks to the 
higheſt; orders in the church is in the uſual ſtyle 
of the Roman Pontifs to them. But beyond this 
it ſtretches the rod of its authority over all the ſe- 
cular princes and powers of the Chriſtian world; 
who, if they violate any of thoſe extenſive rights, 
which the See of Rome reſerves to itſelf as eccleſi- 
aſtical immunities, incur an anathema; the con- 


ſequence of which to thoſe, who die without a 


Bulls Papal, No. 14. Bulls Papal, No. 2. 
x proper 
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proper releaſe from it, is in the account of the Cas 
— everlaſting perditioͤn. 

Theſe two Bulls ſhow chiefly the pense of the 
* Pontif to root up, waſte, and deſtroy; but 
as armed with the plenitude of power, which he 
derives from the Prince of Peace, as ſucceſſor of 
St. Peter, he is no doubt inveſted with equal abi- 
lity to plant and build. The powers of loofing as 
well as of binding muſt be in his hands. But what 
his power of looſing is on earth, and how far it 
reaches beyond into the inviſible world, it is not 
here neceſſary to inquire. Nor need I mention 
his well known claim to infallibility in matters of 
faith ; and to a power ſuperior to all general coun- 
cils ; to which an appeal from the Roman See is 
forbidden in the Bull, In cana Domini, mm * 
1 of an anathema. 

It is ſufficient for the ** pirgoſs to have 
8 this ſketch of the prerogatives which he aſs 
ſerts to be his right; and which all true ſons of 
his Church think it neceſſary to attribute to him. 
4 Among the Catholics,“ Cardinal Orſi ſays, 
„ there is no one who dares deny, or can deny, 
4 that Jeſus Chriſt has inſtituted a Monarchy, or 
« form of monarchical government, in his Church, 
1 and that the ſupreme head of this monarchy is 
« the Roman Pontif :.“ This is declared with 
great ſolemnity from the portico of St. Peter's 
church, in the preſence of a numerous aſſembly at 


| , Sce Orſf,, No. 1. 
the 


Fg 


if a J 
the coronation. of a Pope; when a cardinal deacon 
having taken the mitre from his head, another 
places on it the triple crown, and ſays, Receive 
* this tiara adorned with three crowns, and know 
« that thou art Father of princes and kings, Go- 
* vernor of the globe of earth, Vicegerent of our 
* Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. In conjunction with 
ſuch a head, „the Roman . mn 
v6; and — of all Churches.“ es Paw 


* 
* 8 
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SECTION U. 


Pg ſuch prerogatives have 7 ae to the Roman 
Church by Chrift, under what character muft the 


City of Rome be confidered by his people we 


ate indeed roads ves rtf 
is the eſtabliſhed metropolis of a kingdom to 


which all nations of believers are to flow. 


Now we are told, that when St. Peter michel 
from Jeruſalem, he ſet his apoſtolical chair firſt in 
Antioch, and that having governed the Church 
for ſome years in that city, he thence removed to 
Rome , and having here fixed this chair, entailed 


the plegitude of his power on his ſucceſſors in it 


for ever. He did ſo, in the opinion of Cardinal 


Bellarmine, by command of the Lord 3: and if we 
admit the fact as it is ſtated, we cannot diſpute 


the reaſon aſſigned for it. 


Stato di Roma, No. 1. 
3 Sce Bellarmine, No. 2. 


The bleſſed Apoſtle 
a Sce Liber Pontificalis. 


would 
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the 


S. 3 KA agree 


1 ; 


would not engage in a meaſure of ſuch magnitude 
of his own accord, or. without ſpecial inſtructions 
from his Divine Maſter. It is declared alſo by 
{or WA to be the yu which the Lord 
tathcchoſen . „ in TO 

On this foot our Lord bas thaſen Rowein RES 
ference to the city in which his faithful people 
were firſt called Chriſtians 2; and has exalted it 
not only above n * all the: cities: 
of the world. 

Hle hath given it ihe ebene of that e 
lical chair, to which he has annexed the ſovereignty 
of his Church; and what he has eſtabliſhed in it, 
nothing ſhort of his own expreſs order can remove , 
to another place. 

He has veſted the right of electing Him TY is 
to fill this chair in the faithful of this city, or in 
thoſe who bear a ſacred relation to it. For the 
Cardinals, to whom the nomination of him is now 
limited, were originally the chief paſtors- of the 
Churches in Rome, and have ſtill a kind of epiſco- 
pal ſuperintendence and care of their reſpective 
Churches, or Titles as they are called 3, to which 
regularly and generally they are appointed on their 
advancement to their dignity; except fix, who 
are conſecrated biſhops of certain Sees in the pro- 
vince or neighbourhood of Rome. And the ſame 
perſons, who create the King and Father of the 


| I 0 7 
1 


1 id 


2 See Bulls Papal, No. 1. 2 AQsxi,26. 
7 Stato di Roma, No. 2. | | 
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&' Chriſtian community *,” are his en ep | | 


cit in the government of it. 
- He has made: Ronie the centre of union ite all 


] 
un people throughout the wald h ant all' Me . 


biſhops and archbiſhops of his Church are hound 
to repair thither, and to viſit the threſholds of the 
Apoſties (the ſhrines of St. Peter and St. Paul 
being there) once in three yrars, perſonallhy if they 
are able, or elſe by ſome dignified repreſentative. 
To this purpoſe an oath is preſcribed in the Roman 
Pontifical, which is to be adminiſtered to So at 
the time of their conſecration 3. 6 
We might enumerate abundance of — 8. 
cred privileges, which together with many ſecular 
emoluments accrue to Rome from the poſſeſſion 
of St. Peter's chair. But what has been already 
vates the Church above all churches, raiſes the « 
City to a ſacred pre- eminence above all cities. The Ke 
honours and advantages that it communicates to 
them are diſtinft, but of petpetual connection, and 
involve each other. Where this chair is fixed, 
there is fixed the ſovereignty of the Church uni- 
verſal; and where this ſovereignty is, there is the 
metropolis of Chriſt's viſible kingdom: and ſuch 
a metropolis, as appointed by him, muſt be re- 
garded by his people as bis choſen and haly city. 
In this light it is confidered by thoſe who ac- 


3 
— 


n: Medals Papal, No. i 2 Trent, y 
3 Pontificale Romanum. N tao ib 89 1 
ie knowledge 


1 
” 
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1 
knowledge the ſupremacy of the Roman Churelx. 
A learned author, Cornelius a Lapide, ſpeaks of 
Rome as being, ſince Conſtantine, The holy and 
faithful city, the Sion beloved of God, the pil- 
+ lar of the faith, the mother of piety, the miſtreſs! 
« of ſanctity . Another, Jacobus Gutherius, 
— his work. Ie. Name eternal, thepfipft 
. — aſſertreſs of law _ * venerable 
«miracle: of antiquity, victonous, powerful, au- 


_ « guſt, pious, happy, ever eee nn 


46 again qo” 1 | N 
A much earlier — more dignified writer; ow 
the Great, in a ſermon on the feftival of St. Peter 


and St. Paul, thus addreſſes himſelf to Rome: 


„ Theſe are they who; have raiſed thee to this 
glory, that as a holy nation, a choſen people, a 
fſacerdotal and royal city, being made the head 


of the earth through the ſacred chair of the 


e bleſſed Peter, thou ſhouldeft rule more exten - 
„ fively by divine wow e 2 _ ne terri- 
Nor 30" {ii 21 26 

-'-Rome, m enaddiads again by an n Gd 
vereignty, of a different nature from the former, 


but, as it is prefumed, of greater nn 
fill intitled, The Eternal Cay. 


But let us now eee 

C3 170 51 1¹ fs; OT ON 51 1 
I A La ide, No. 2 ee: „ Gutherius. 
'® Pontifs — _—_——_ 
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SEC TI ON Ul. 


What haratier has our Lord n giben of thi 
| Ci in his written word a 3 


7 E meet * the ef en or cir- 
VVccumſtances relating to it, in different 
Ae the New Teſtament, but nothing to tlie 
purpoſe of our inquiry 222 we come to the Reve- 
lation:of St. John. 


City renowned in the annals of Chriſtian as well as 
Pagan hiſtory: which, though it has endured ſome 
rude ſnocks ſince the time of its imperial ſplen- 
dour, is yet the admiration of mankind, and 


eſteemed to be replete with the nobleſt monuments 


of ancient and modern art. It was the chief nur- 
ſery and ſeat of See fora long tract of time 
in the Weſtern world 1. It abounds in pious and 


| charitable inſtitutions ; ; and as the faith of its firſt 


Chriſtian converts was {ſpoken of in the whole 
world 2, it hath, I hope, in no ſubſequent period 


wanted devout and W nn wh our _ 


mon Lord. 

But fince we are to ſhow! * mis City is repre- 
ſented in the Revelation, we muſt endeavour to 
be guided by it without prejudice” or affection. 


* Bonamici, No. 1. _ =. 


. 
* 
- 4 — . 5 * 
d - I 1 
3 2 . * N i 


It is without the leaſt private ſatisfaction that 
we produce the things which are there ſpoken of a 


hw . 2 % ? 8 2 1 1 . At. 1 
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And when we conſider the length of the viſion 
concerning Rome ; that there is ſuch an explica- 
tion given of the ſymbols uſed in it, as is found 
but in one other part of the book, in the myſtery 
of the ſeven ſtars and ſeven golden candleſticks, 
chap, i. 20. and that the explication is thus intro- 
duced, Here is the underſtanding that hath wiſ- 
« dom,” we muſt conclude that the importance 
of the viſion and its conſequences is thus ſignified, 
and a {ſerious attention to it meant to be excited 
in the faithful. 

Me proceed then to give an abſtract of it it. 
Rev. chap. xvii. Rome reigning over the kings 
of the earth is intitled Babylon the Great, and is 
exhibited under the ſymbol of a woman that is 
called the great Harlot, and is repreſented with a 
golden cup of intoxication in her hand; as rich 
and ſplendid in her appearance; corrupted, and 
corrupting the princes and people of the earth; 
and at the ſame time cruel and ſanguinary to- 
wards the ſaints and ſervants of Chriſt. It is pre- 
dicted moreover that God, in his appointed time, 
will raiſe up certain powers that *. ſhall hate the 
“ Harlot,” ſhall ſpoil her of all her glory and poſ- 
ſeffions, and ſhall burn her with fire. 

Ch. xviii. Judgement is then transferred from 
the emblematical woman, yet without dropping 
the figure altogether, to the real city ; and Baby- 
lon is deſcribed as indulging in all the luxuries 
and vices, to which opulence and power are in- 
citements ; ; as elated with pride and vain glory; 
e GC and 


1 8 1 


ech ales ith yooktiente:of hep pape finbd- 


lity and proſperity. But the fins of Babylon reach - 
ing unto Heaven, it is doomed to exciſion and de- 
ſolation for ever.. 31 

When the Revelation was TR fm were 
Gl great cities that might vie with Rome in 
many of her ſins and vices, and in enmity to the 
Church of Chriſt. What is given us as charactet- 
iſtic. of Weſtern Babylon, from a reſemblance of 
ſpirit to Eaſtern Babylon of old, is pride of Sove- 


reiguty, and conceit of Indefefibility. .<« She faith in 
« her heart, I fit a queen, and am not a widow, 


« and I ſhall ſee no ne * Rev. XVII. 7. 
Compare Iſai. xlvii. 8. \ 
Theſe thoughts of her heart her! Freat poer re- 
orelcnts as ratified by their ſupreme Deity : 
> * The people Roman call, the city Nome. err | 
Jo them no bounds of empire I affign, '* | 
Nor term of years to their immortal live. 41 481171 
| . b. i. ver. ATE of Areas Tranfl, 


„ 


FLEE SECTION. IV. | y 
is Bi MET of Rome given by Chriff confiftent 


with the charatter f it reſulting from ibe preroya- 
lives claimed by 17 Wen, ond rv zo it ir h it its 


Fach! * 


Ti is Dentin chat * two. charatbats: are incom- 
patible with each other at the ſame time, and 
can . be both true by a ſucceſſion of one tothe 
| other. 


En 


cc 
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other. But analogy of Scripture, and the conduct 
of the Revelation, forbid us to regard Rome as in 
any period intitled to the character of the _—_ 
and holy City. 

The Roman Poritifs en their City and Hi. 
erarchy together as the Jeruſalem and Sion of Chrif- 
tians?. But if Heaven has ordained ſuch a facred 
metropolis to Them alſo, ſhould not the authority 
of the appointment be as apparent as it was to the 
Jewiſh Church? | 
The Almighty, who had W his Sorts by 
Moſes that he would chooſe a place out of their 
tribes to place his name there and to dwell in, 
Deut. xii. 5. having decreed Jeruſalem to be that 
place, notified his choice of it to them. He de- 
clared it to be his choſen and holy City, the city 
of the great King, the city of the Lord. If this 
Jeruſalem was treated ſeverely by his prophets, 
when iniquity abounded in it, the faithful in Iſrael 
could notwithſtanding reſt on divine affurances, 
that it was the place which the Lord had choſen ; 
where his prieſts were to offer their ſacrifices, and 
the repreſentative of Aaron to make atonement 
for them ; where they were to hold their ſolemn 
_ feſtivals, and expect a blefling on their devotions. 

And theſe aflurances Heaven was ſolicitous, if I 
may ſo ſpeak, to keep alive in their thoughts, 
Gracious promiſes of pardon and favour were ſub- 
joined to the decrees concerning the deſolation of 


# See Medals Papal, No. 146. 
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ee and Sion. Both were to be reſtored 


within a limited time, and reinſtated in their for- 


mer rights. And after the return of the captivity 
from Babylon, an expreſs renewal of ſacred privi- 


leges was made to both: Zech. i. 16. and again 


viii. 3. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; J am re- 
* turned to Sion, and I will dwell in the midſt of 

i Jeruſalem. 1: And Jeruſalem: ſhall be called the 
4 city of truth, and the mountain of the Lord of 
40 Hoſts, the ſanctified mountain. 

So full and indiſputable was Jeruſalen” 8 patent 
* conſecration. If Rome could produce the 
like, I hope we ſhould duly reverence it. But 
the Son of God has in no paſlage. of his New 
Teſtament. declared it the city of righteouſneſs ; 
he has no where promiſed. that he would dwell in 
the midſt of it, that it ſhould be called the city of 


truth; nor has he fixed on any of its mountains 


as · the mountain of the Lord of Hoſts. 
In one inſtance he ſpeaks of it in terms that re- 
call Jeruſalem to mind. He directed St. John to 


deſcribe its future deſolation in language and 
images that had been ſuggeſted to Jeremiah in 


propheſy ing againſt Jeruſalem, either by itſelf, or 
as involved in one condemnation with the border- 
ing cities and countries 2. But even in theſe ſen- 
tences of deſtruction there is a marked difference 
between the. two cities. Jeruſalem, laid in aſhes 
W . 25 
Ys Compare Jer. vii, 34. Xvi. 9. xxv. 10. with Rev. xviii. 
22, 23. 
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and emptied of inhabitants, was to be rebuilt and 

een er Rome e is to riſe no more 
at ll.“ 


This is not the * of the * San 


any ſacred pretenſions of Rome. It cannot be 


regarded by the people of our Lord as his holy 


City, as long as he himſelf treats it as Babylon: 
How much then of the duration of Rome does 
he cover with that name and character? His Re- 
velation repreſents it only as Babylon dominant, 
Babylon fallen, and Babylon lying in ruins. Its 
glory, cataſtrophe, and deſolation, are ſet before 


us in a connected ſucceſſion, and together occupy 


the whole ſpace from the commencement of the 

viſion to the end of time. During this extenſive 
period, with whatever changes of government it 
may be diverſified, we are preſented with a certain 
continuity of Babylon. For what is that, the ſud- 
den fall of which is deſcribed by St. John, but 
Babylon which he had ſeen in great ſplendour ? 
What is that, the ſmoke of which aſcendeth for 
ever and ever, but the ſame Babylon proſtrate, 
which till then had been fo elevated? Thus the 
matter is ſtated to us in © the Revelation of Jeſus 
«© Chriſt;” and what prophet of Bethel ſhall we 
truſt * to tell us of another word of the Lord, or- 


dering Rome to be Jerulalem, when in his open 
and declared word it is exhibited as only Babylon, 


from firſt to laſt ? 


by 


* 1ſt aliter 3d Kings xiii, 1118. 


'W 3 A view 


[ 22 ] 
A view has now been taken of two oppoſite cha- 
racters of the ſame city; and no proof being need- 
ful that both cannot be true together, it has been 
mquired whether they could' be fucceffively true. 
But a ſeaſon is not to be found, in which Rome 
may, conſiſtently with the prophecy, bear the title 
of the choſen and holy City; not only for want of 
the proper evidence to ſupport ſuch pretenſions, 


but becauſe it appears to r never Clear of 5 e 


W of * 


SECTION V. 


1 it this credible that Chrift bas tonferred 7 a Seve: 
 Teignty over all bis people on a Church effabliſhed in 


; @ Cuy, which be teaches nr 7 2 at as 
| Babylon | 


CHURCH intitled to all the graces and 
A benefits of the Chriſtian. covenant, and to 
the reſpect and communion of the univerſal 
Church, might abide in Babylon as well as in Per- 

os, „ where the ſeat of Satan was.” But when 


one Church talks of its Sovereignty over all the 


reſt, the queſtion then is, not what are her claims 
to their eſteem and communion, but what are her 
pretenſions to authority over them. And if the 

Church which is in Babylon” makes theſe 
claims, her title to be the mother and miſtreſs 
af all — and her right to the ſubjec- 


tion 
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tion of theſe, as her daughters and hand-maidens, 


: ug to be particularly well aſcertained. . 

Appeals have been made on both ſides of the 
quition to the ſentiments of the early fathers, 
Greek and Latin; who have been conſtrued on 
one part to maintain the ſupremacy of the Roman 
Church, and on the other to have ated on prin- 


ciples that ſhowed an unconſciouſneſs of any ſub- > 


ordination due to it. It is no part of my plan to 
enter into this diſpute : yet one teſtimony, though 
# has often been urged, I cannot help repeating. 

Towards the. cloſe of the fixth century, when 
John, Archbiſhop of Conſtantinople, aſſumed the 
title of QEcumenical Patriarch, or Univerſal Biſhop, 
a great and learned biſhop of Rome, Gregory the 
Firſt, exclaimed loudly againſt ſuch a title. And 
this he did, as he himſelf teſtifies, not becauſe it 
was an uſurpation on the prerogatives of his own 
See, but becauſe it was an invaſion of the rights of 
every See in the Chriſtian world. Do I in this, he 
ſaid, defend my own cauſe? Do I remonſtrate 
againſt a ſpecial injury? Do I not rather aſſert the 
cauſe of Almighty God, and of the univerſal 
Church * ? This title, which John took with the 
approbation of a Council, and the allowance of 
the emperor Mauritius, ſeems to have been more 
an acceſſion of honour than power. At leaſt the 
power conveyed with it was far inferior to that, 
which the biſhops of Rome have clauned under the 


7 Sce Pontifs Roman, No. 2. 
Cs notion 


7 
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notion of their ſupremacy. This, therefore, Gre- 


gory did much more condemn, who inveighed' 


- againſt the title and claims of univerſal biſhop, as 
proud, heretical, blaſphemous, and antichriſtian. 
Sufficiently jealous of the dignity of his own See, 
yet ſo unconſcious was he of a Sovereignty over 
the whole Church, that he proteſted againſt it. 


Very different was the language of one of his 


ſucceſſors, Gregory the Seventh 7, in the time of 
our William the Conqueror, who, as Philip Bo- 
namici remarks, firſt introduced an ampler form 
of pontifical government, and ſet on foot thoſe 


meaſures that might render the Pontifs not only 


reſpectable, but formidable to princes 2. The 
twenty ſeven Dictates of this pope are famous; 
and though ſome deny that they were drawn up 
by him in their preſent form, yet they who have 
examined the matter aſſure us, that the greateſt 
part of them is found word for word in his 
Epiſtles 3. 


What ſhall we ſay then, when anti inter- 


pretations are given us of the ſentiments of the 
ancient Fathers; when they, who ſhould pe- 
« culiarly well underſtand the authority of their 
« own See,” give ſuch different accounts of 
it as Gregory the Firſt and Gregory the Se- 
venth; when Boniface the Third, the next ſuc- 


ceſſor but one of the firſt Gregory, entertained ſo 


contrary a notion of the title of Univerſal Biſhop, 


See Pontifs Roman, No. 4. © oh 3 No. 2. 
3 See Contini, No. 2. | . 
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that he ſolicited it for himſelf from the Conſtanti- 
nopolitan emperor Phocas, and aſſumed it * ; and 
when, if we look to later times, we ſhall find one 
Council claiming a ſuperiority over Popes, and an- 
other owning a ſubordination to them *? How 
ſhall well diſpoſed Chriſtians,” who have not leiſure 
or learning to examine remote antiquities of the 
Church, and to weigh the arguments deduced 
from them, ſatisfy their minds, whether it is the 
will of God or not, that they ſhould obey the 
Roman Pontif as ſupreme in authority, and infal- 
lible in doctrine? How, but by recourſe to the 
written word of God ; if he has there vouchſafed, 
as might humbly be hoped in ſuch a caſe, to give 
them any plain indications of his will in this mat- 
ter? To this written word let us return our in- 
quiry. 

Some paſſages of Scrigvine have, with great dex- 
terity of comment, been made to declare for the 
ſupremacy of St. Peter over the apoſtolical Col- 
lege and univerſal Church. But the moſt inge- 
nious expoſitor will not find the ſhadow of a proof 
in the Goſpels, Acts of the Apoſtles, or Canonical 
Epiſtles, that St. Peter, ſuppoſing him inveſted 
with ſuch a ſovereignty and a right of tranſmit- 
ting it, was to bequeath it to the Roman Church. 
If he means Rome by Babylon in the cloſe of his 
firſt Epiſtle 3, he ſhows that he wrote it in Rome, 
and teſtifies, that the Roman Church was elected 


See Pontifs Rom. No. 32 See Conſtance. 
. 1. | ; 
into 


_ — — ECICOIC — 
; ' 


Tz03 _ 


into the communion of ſaints together with other 
Churches; but he gives not the leaſt hint that it 
was, or was to be, ſupreme over them. We muſt 
therefore ſeek the reſolution of a en in * 


Revelation of St. John. 
The Revelation is the prophetic Aae of the 
kingdom of Chriſt, ſnadowing out the great con- 


cerns of it, its chief protectors, adverſaries, and 
events, from an early date to its conſummation in 


glory. Among the viſible agents, by means of 
whom the affairs of this kingdom are carried on, 
the Roman Church ſtands forth, as its friends re- 
preſent it, moſt eminent, as the mother and miſ- 


treſs of all Churches; over all the viſible members | 
of which it claims a monarchical authority; and 


in this view its chief paſtor is the moſt exalted 
character on earth. Supreme over all the Churches 
and their Angels, he is as © a Cherub ſtretching 
cout his wings and covering, and ſet in the holy 
«© mountain of God,” To him is committed 
« to root up, waſte, deſtroy, plant, and build ;” 


and the nation and kingdom that will not ſerve 


him ſhall periſh :.“ What then is ſaid or ſig- 
nified in the Revelation concerning this Church ? 
Let the queſtion be anſwered by a Prelate of ſhin- 
ing abilities, eloquence, and acuteneſs, who lived 


in communion with it, and wrote a comment on 


thy de of St. John. e is, 1 


1 See the Engliſh Verſion of the . Ezekiel xxviii. 14. 


* See Medals Papal, No. 2. 
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i a Church of which there is not the leaſt trace 
« in all his book :.“ 

A total filence of his book concerning a Church 
of ſuch high and fingular pretenſions is a circum- 
ſtance, moſt ſtriking; whether we conſider that 
Church with reference to ſome others, or to its 
on peculiar fituation. 

Dur Lord makes the following promiſe i in dhe 

Revelation to the Church at Thyatira: Vet 
« that which you have, hold faſt till I come. And 
<« he that ſhall overcome, and keep my words unto 
« tha an I will give him power over the na- 
« tions.“ Rev. ii. 25, 26. And this to the 
Church of Philadelphia: © Behold, I will bring 
e them of the ſynagogue of Satan, who ſay they 
4 are Jews and are not, but do lie; behold, I 


will make them come and worſhip before thy 


«feet, and they ſhall know that I have loved 
&« thee.” Ibid. iii. 9. 

The Roman Church, placed on the moſt con- 
8 theatre in the world, had to contend with 
Jews, and with equally malignant and more pow- 
erful Gentiles. It felt the fury of Nero, who firſt 
drew the imperial ſword againſt the Chriſtians. It 
was bleeding under the cruelty of Domitian, or 
very lately come out of great tribulation, at the 


time, as it is generally allowed, in which St. John 


ſaw the viſions of the Revelation 2. In theſe and 
ſucceeding perilous days it teſtified its zeal and 


* Ses Boſſuet, No. 2. » Dalrymple, Sir David. 
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fidelity in the bauſe of Chriftby the fortitude of 
its numerous confeſſors and martyrs; and was 
earneſt for the purity as well as truth of the Goſ- 
pel. After a long reſiſtance unto blood it was 


rendered victorious, and ſubdued to the obedi- 
ence of the faith the ſons of thoſe fathers who had 


Fd 


been its bitter perſecutors.- et, copious as the 


viſion is with reſpect to the place of that Church's 
abode, it makes not the leaſt mention of the 
Church itſelf. Might. not this awaken a ſuſpi- 
cion, that no commendation is beſtowed on its 
earlier love, that no handle may be given to its 
later ambition? Thus much we may remark with 
certainty and without preſumption : : If it is a 
Church, „of which there is not the leaſt trace in 
all the book,” that no promiſe is there made it 
of power over the nations ;” and that © its foes 
* ſhall come and worſhip before its 'feet ;” no 
teſtimony is borne to it of Chriſt's affection for it, 
nor aſſurance given that they ſhall know that 


<* he hath loved it.” I preſume no prudent friend 


of the Roman Church will diſpute the deciſion of 
Boſluet, that the Revelation 1s totally filent con- 
cerning it. But this is a filence that abandons 
the ſovereignty of that Church to all the objec- 
tions, that may reſult from the non- confirmation 
of 1 its authority, and the attainture of its city. 

Suppoſe now the — an extenſive em- 
pire to have in his public acts treated the chief city 
of a remote province in a manner not unſimilar to 


that 1n which Rome is treated by the Revelation, Th. 


and 
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and to baue ban as reſerved about the powers 


veſted in its magiſtrates, as the ſame book is 
with regard to the Roman Hierarchy : if never- 
theleſs the governors, whom he had ſet to preſide 


in that city and its proper diſtrict, and whom he 


allowed to ſueceed by election among themſelves, 
ſhould after a while * take upon them to announce 
to the ſurrounding provinces, that he had made 


them ſupreme over that whole circle of his domi- 


nions, as the delegates of his ſovereignty, the inter- 


preters of his will, and diſpenſers, of his favours, 
and that whoeyer did not obey them throughout 


that extent of country would incur his indigna- 
tion; the inhabitants of the provinces that lay 
without the boundary of the city which claimed 
ſuch ſubjection from them might reaſonably ob- 
ſerve, that the wiſdom and benignity of their Sove- 
reign had provided the beſt of laws and conſtitu- 
tions for the welfare of his people; and if know- 
ing all things he did not ſee proper to interpoſe 
_ openly in all , he laid the ſtricter obligation on all 
ranks and degrees of his ſubjects in their ſeveral de- 
partments to ſtudy his will contained 1n thoſe his 


ordinances, and promote the due performance of 


it : that, on conſulting his ordinances, they could 
not diſcover any commiſſions granted by him to 
the governors of one province of high authority 
over the governors of others 3; and if authority is 


* See Pontifs Rom. No. 5. 
2 Omnia ſcire, non omnia _ Tacit. in Vit. Agricolz, 


cap. xix. 
» 3 See Febronius, No. 1. Contini, No. 3. 
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claimed which is entirely out of the common 
courſe of his adminiſtration, the evidence ought to 
be unqueftionable that it iſſued from him. 

The delegation of the ſovereign's prevogatives 
to a ſubject is a rare inſtance of truſt and confi- 
dence in him; and if they are veſted in him as the 
magiſtrate of one peculiar city, it is a token of 
royal favour to the city itſelf, and muſt be the 
ſource of great reſpect and advantage to it. But 
how, might they ſay, can we conceive the city in 
queſtion to have been thus diſtinguiſhed by our 
auguſt Sovereign, when it ſtands charged with high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, and is marked with a 
ſentence of perpetual diſgrace, in the records of 
his empire? When he has declared that whenever 
he ſhall permit it to be deſtroyed, a multitude of 
his faithful ſubjects will rejoice in its downfal i; 


and when he has even diſcountenanced their in- 


tercourſe with it?? But if, for reaſons which we 
are incompetent to judge of, it had pleaſed him to 
eſtabliſh the moſt dignified repreſentative of his 
own majeſty in ſuch a city, he would doubtleſs 
have given us plain indications of his will, and di- 
rections for our conduct, which might ſerve us as 
a clue to thread the maze of bringing honour to 
his ſubſtitute, and yet of ſtanding aloof from the 
city of his refidence. But after "diligent ſearch 
throughout the venerable code of laws and conſti- 
tutions, which are the ſtandard and meaſure of our 


* See Rev, xviii. 20, xix, 1—3. Ib. xvii. 6. 
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obedience, we diſcover nothing there that may 


lead us to the ſubmiſſion exacted of us. The ma- 
giſtrates eſtabliſned in that city are not raiſed 
above others. The city itſelf is degraded below 
every place in the empire, without repeal or 1 97 
fication of the ſentence paſſed upon it. 0 
All this conſidered, we hold ourſelves bound in 
reaſon, and in duty to our ſovereign, not to reſign 


the liberty with which he has bleſt us, to ſuch won- 


derful pretenſions of a paramount undefined juriſ- 
diction over us and our reſpective governors. 

But to come from ſuppoſitions to the ſtatement 
of facts in the word of prophecy, | 

Our Lord there repreſents Rome to us as Baby- 
lon, as Babylon only. - Out of reverence to Him, 
therefore, we dare not confider it as holy and be- 
loyed by him, leſt we ſhould allow the ſanction of 
his authority to two contradictory characters of 
| the ſame city. | 

We dare not aſſent to that Roman Pontif, who 
calls his See, to which he invites the faithful, that 
is, Rome, The place which the Lord hath 
* choſen a; when the Lord himſelf marks it as 
the place, from which © a voice from heaven bids 
them go out,” Whether the” occaſion of the 
voice be paſt or future is diſputed by their 
learned. And a warning from heaven, that can be 
limited to no one certain time, is alarming 1 in all. 


1 See Bulls Papal, . 205 
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vet were the prerogatives of St. Peter's chair 
A in truth as are arrogated to it, Rome ought 
to be prized; among Chriſtians as much as Jeru- 
ſalem was by the Jews. For what place on earth 
could we conceive to be ſo worthy of our venera- 
tion as the metropolis of Chriſt's diſible kingdom, 
the ſeat of his oracle, the centre of union and wor- 
ſhip appointed by himſelf to all his ſubjects; and 


u hither all eſtates of men, from every region under 


heaven, were to bring their homage and offer- 


ings * ? 127 13 | Fer 


See barb? rous nations at thy gates attend, 
Walk in thy light, and in thy temple bend ; 
See thy bright altars throng'd with proſtrate kings ; 
Pony 2 with ee ee of Sabean ſprings. | | 
| 10 Pope's Mefliate 


The . is, that the more we exalt the 
dignity of the City to make it correſpond with that 
idea of its Hierarchy, the more we ſet it at vari- 


ance with the Revelation. And thus our Lord 


has in a ſignal manner denied the Church claiming 


the grant of a Sovereignty from him the analogous 


and natural adjunct of ſuch a Sovereignty, at an an- 
ſwerable reſpectability of its City, -_ 

If nevertheleſs he had ſeen fit to erect this ſpi- 
ritual monarchy in Rome, his tender ſolicitude 
for the right inſtitution of his people affures us, he 
would have provided for an extraordinary caſe, and 
have ſo modified his Viſion concerning Babylon, 
that his — Church ſhould ſuſtain no loſs of 

r , 
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is mot the leaſt trace of it in all the Revelation. 


« Rome is one thing, and Chriſtian Rome an- 


opening for the diſtinction between them, and 
knows as little of Chriſtian Rome as of the Roman 


the date of the prophecy. The fact is as certain 


our Lord XC V, ſcarce two hundred and twenty 
the ſhort reign of Julian excepted, it has been 
ruled by Chriſtian emperors, kings, or governors, 


thouſand of theſe years has been united in- one 
faith under one line of princes, the Roman Pon- 


'«.* See a Lapide, No. 3. = 7" Dalrymple. 


dignity, nor his faithful be ſtartled at ſubmiſſion 
to-her, becauſe he had perpetually teprobated the 
place with which her Supremacy was united. But 
is there this modification of the Viſion to be diſco- 
vered in any part of the book? So far is he from 
teſtifying his delight to honour the Roman Church 
above all his Churches, or even as he has honoured 
ſome others, that, as a Maſter has decided, There 


But is not the obſervation juſt,” that Pagan 
| „ other * ?” Undoubtedly it is juſt in itſelf, but of 
no uſe in reaſoning from a book that affords no 
Church, notwithſtanding the ſmall proportion the 
' Paganiſm of the city bears to its Chriſtianity ſince 
as it is remarkable. If we follow the general, and 
as it ſeems the beſt grounded, opinion 2, that the 
Revelation was not written earlier than the year of 
years paſſed before the Croſs of Chriſt triumphed 


in Rome under Conſtantine ; from whoſe days, 


for above fourteen centuries and an half; and for a 


tifs. 


—— eos on. 
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tifs 2. And though Paganiſm, was not immedi- 

ately extinguiſhed when Conſtantine profeſſed 
himſelf a —— it declined gradually, and came 
to nothing? and its prevalence in Rome cannot 
well be eſtimated a fifth of the ſpace from the 
year of our Lord. XC V to the pteſent time. Yet 
of this large exceſs. of better ages the Revelation 
takes no notice 3 but the whole of it is hidden 
from the eyes of the faithful by the a 
mantle that is wrapped round Rome. 


_ Once more: the fall;of Babylon is aſſerted. by 


ſome to have happened long ago; by others it is 
referred to the laſt age of the world. On either 
hypotheſis Rome is diſqualified by the Revelation 


for being in any age intitled to the character that 


it ſhould bear, if the Sovereignty. of its Church 
were founded in'truth., _ 

If we ſay with Boſſuet 2, the improver 48 the 
plan of Grotius; that when Rome was taken and 
ſacked. in the year CCCCX by Alaric king of the 


Goths, Babylon was then deſtroyed and oblite- 
rated ; what ſhould: follow. to denote that the City 


of God ſprang out of the aſhes pf Babylon? What, 


but that its light was come, and the glory of 
<«.. the Lord was riſen. upon it 3?” But on the fall 


of Babylon what does in deed follow? Her ruins 
are given up to hateful creatures, and © her ſmoke 
« aſcendeth for ever and ever.” Whatever this 
ſymbolical ſmoke may be, the perpetual continu- 


* See Orſi, No. 2. See Boſſuet, No. 3. Iai. Ix. 1. 
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ance of it is a token, that the judgement inflicted 
has not yet quitted = _ of ies ot dat Wer 
ſupen it. n 0 Mn 

But if we follow en more general e of 
expoſitors 7, we muſt ſuppoſe that about the time 
of the great [Antichriſt ſome Pagan power will 
again prevail in Rome; and the city, which roſe 
in idolatry, will ſet in apoſtaſy; that as it was Ba- 
bylon in the former of theſe ſtates, ſo it will be in 


the latter, and will then be deſtroyed and exter- 


minated; but ſince it ceaſed to be Pagan, and till 
it Hall renounce, and again perſecute, the faith, 


that it is by way of eminence the holy and beloved 


City. Unfulfilled prophecy is often of uncertain 
interpretation; and as we cannot foreſee the won- 
derful and ſudden viciſſitudes of human affairs, we 
cannot affirm that to be impoſſible which ſeems ſo 
improbable, that the unhappy change, which theſe 


expoſitors ſpeak of, ſhould ever take place in 
Rome, and dethroned Paganiſm reſume its ſceptre 
there. But we need not pry into futurity to diſ- 


cover the vanity of the ' other propoſition, that 
Rome, while it is Chriſtian, is the holy and be- 
loved City: we have only to compare this com- 
ment with the text, and to conſider what on this 
hypotheſis the Revelation does. It paſſes over the 
long intermediate glories of the City as beloved, 


and of the Church as ſupreme; and diſplays only 
the two evil extremes, the firſt and final 2 | 


x See a Lapide, No. 1, 2, and Menochius, 
D 2 nian 
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nian condition of Rome. It were bold indeed to 
ſuppoſe: this conduct of a book dictated by the | 
Holy Spirit to have been undeſigndd. 
On every view of the ſubject this eien 

forces itſelf on a common apprehenſion, that our 

Lord, by what he has ſpoken of Rome as Baby- 

lon, and not ſpoken of either its Church or City 

as Chriſtian, gives us to underſtand, that he has 
not choſen the one for his rr nor the 
other for his Sion. 

Is this a wrong conſtruction of his ak” 

” Does he enjoin obedience to the Roman Hierarchy 
as the duty of all that believe in him; and yet 

has he by his Revelation, which he exhorts them 

to read, led them into ſuch danger of miſconoeiv- 

ing his bleſſed will? 955 
It is not ſo that the gracious abe of the 

world teaches his people what they are to do, that 

they may enter into life. The rules which he has 
| given them for that end are not involved in ambi- 
guities, but plain and fimple. The principles of 
their religious duty are propoſed to them clearly 
and conſiſtently : and he does not enforce that in 
one part of his word, which in another he diſcou- 
rages. _ We may therefore reſt aſſured, that what 
ſtands in full oppoſition to the whole tenor of his 
proceedings with them is not his inſtitution, but 
is impoſed upon them as ſuch by art and device 
of man; and that the donation of a Supremacy to 
the Roman Church by Chriſt our Lord, reſts on 
no better a bottom than the donation of Italy to 

| it 
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it by Conſtantine the Great: which is now ta- 
citly diſavowed i, or openly rejected, by their ableſt 
writers, 2, as the denen e of a nn age. 8 


+ * 


3 n CONCLUS TION. 
FAVING ſeen on what grounds the claims of 
the Roman Church are refuted by the Re- 
; velation, we may diſcern, in part at leaft, why it 
makes no proviſion for exempting the long period 
of Chriſtian Rome from the name of Babylon. 
Rome is called on medals of ſeveral emperors | 
the Eternal City 3. Ammianus Marcellinus in his 
hiſtory 4, and Valentinian III in an imperial 
edict 5, ſpeak the ſame language; they intitle the 
— Pontif «+ Biſhop of the Eternal City.“ * 
And notwithſtanding the ' cenſure of St. Jerom 
upon calling that eternal which is but temporal 5, y 
the modern Romans do not care to part with the 
epithet ; while the biſhop of their Church applies 
to his own See the promiſe made by Chriſt to his 
Church in general, that the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. Now pride of Sovereignty, and 
conceit of Indefectibility, were characteriſtic marks 
of ancient Babylon. The like ſpirit tranſmitted 
from the Eaſt to the Weſt, and from old to. mo- 


See Orfi, No. 2. | 2 See Muratori. 
3 See Medals Imperial. + See Marcellinus. 
See Newton, b 6. See St, Jerom. 
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dern Rome, a biſhop who ſays his See is Supreme, 


and can never fail reigning in a City that calls 
itſelf Eternal, may make the name of Babylon ſuit- 
able even to Chriſtian Rome. 

Learned men in communion with the Latin 
Church have aſſerted, that the Apoſtles all re- 


ceived the ſame commiſſion and power from their 


Lord, with a primacy of order to St. Peter; and 
that all biſhops are equally the ſucceſſors of the 
Apoſtles, and equal in that authority which they 
derive” from them *. In conſequence of theſe 
maxims they contend, that the idea of 'a viſible 
Monarchy, ſuch as is claimed to itſelf by the See 
of Rome, inſtituted by Chriſt over his faithful on 
earth, is repughant to Scripture, and the ſenſe and 
uſages of the ancient Church. T heſe points they 
have maintained with great force of reaſon and ac- 
curacy of reſearch. | 
It is ſufficient for my purpoſs.to evince, that the 
Author of our Salvation has plainly ſhown, in the 
Revelation which he made to his Churches by St. 
John, that he has inſtituted no ſuch wry” fr in 
Rome. 
And thus much being clearly deduced from 
Scripture, the diadem of the Roman Pontif muſt 
part with another of its moſt brilliant jewels. His 


authority not being monarchical over the Church, 


the Infallibility of his chair muſt fall to the 
ground : for in any other character than that of 


See Febronius, No. 1. Contini, No, 3. 
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ſupreme head of the Church, it can be no more 
neceflary to Him than to any other chief governor 
of it; and will not, I preſume, be pretended to be- 
long to his order as epiſcopal, or his dignity as pa- 
triarchal. Indeed, his right to the ſovereignty of 
the Church being unfounded, there needs no other 
argument than his conſtant claim of this right to 
prove that he is not infallible. 

Let his Supremacy and lnfallibility are bande 
mental doctrines of the Roman Church, and are 
evidently aſſumed as certain in many of the Papal 
Bulls. Pius the Fourth, for inſtance, in a Bull 
confirming the Council of Trent, tells the Chriſ- 
tian world, that it was by his permiſſion, ſignified 
by his legates, that the Council had determined 
concerning the Sacraments and other matters; 
that they had determined well, but concerning 
things that belonged to the peculiar authority of 
the apoſtolical See . Another of his Bulls con- 
tains a profeſſion of faith, in which the twelve 
articles of the Apoſtles' Creed being firſt repeated, 
other articles of belief, equal at leaſt in number, 
are ſubjoined ; and he ratifies this Bull in words 
to this effect: It is altogether unlawful for any 
man to infringe this publication of our will and 
« mandate, or boldly and raſhly to oppoſe it. 
« And if any one ſhall attempt thus much, let 
% him know that he will incur the indignation of 
« Almighty ork and of his "I Apoſtles Peter 


: Bulls Papal, No. 3. | „ 
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c and Paul.“ The form of ratification is com- 
mon in Papal Bulls, and is lurely the language of 
Him who is perſuaded that he is endued: with 
5. power from on high' to determine the truth in 
| matters of faith, and with authority to enforce 
his determinations with the ſanctions of Heaven. 

In theſe reſpects, They who ſubſcribe them- 
ſelves Catholic Difſenters to a petition lately pre- 
ſented to Parliament *, are diſſenters from the 
„mother and miſtzeſs :of ol Churches,” and call 


themſelves. Catholics with a diſputable title: for 


the 26th of the Gregorian Dictates pronounces, 


that he is not to be accounted a Catholic, who 


does not agree with the Roman Church 3.” But 
theſe Petitioners ſay, among other things that in- 
trench on the plenitude of power claimed by St. 
Peter's ſucceſſors, Your petitioners acknowledge 
% no infallibility in the Pope: which words, in 
the plain literal ſenſe in which they declare they 
mean them, import no leſs, than that the Pope, 
deciding on queſtions and controverſies of faith 
from his apoſtolical chair, may err. They who 
make ſuch a declaration, though they have truth 
on their ſide, have the Head of their Church 
againſt them, and ſhow a marked variation of reli- 
gious opinions from the former, perhaps from 
many preſent, members of their Church in theſe 
kingdoms, but in from all who adhere to 


* 


© Bulls Papal, No. 5 
2 Preſented to both Houſes of Parliament mos the 5th, 1 789. 
See Pontifs Roman, No. 4. 
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the penciples of their laſt general Council; which 
acknowledges the Pope to be Sovereign of the 
Church, and ſuppoſes him Infallible. 


A writer, who in the year 1784 publiſhed his 


realons for renouncing their Church, delivers his 
ſentiments in theſe words: When all is faid that 
% poſſibly can be ſaid, the Pope muſt be acknow- 
<«: ledged by conſiſtent Roman Catholics as the ſole 
« depoſitary of infallibility. For fince the Coun- 
cc eil of Trent it is unanimouſly taught in all Ro- 
6 man- catholic Churches, that a Council can de- 
e cree nothing without the conſent of the Pope; 
e that he alone has a right to interpret the Coun- 
c eil and explain its deciſions; and that thoſe te- 
«nets only are of faith, which he determines to 
«hefo?.” 

Whatever may be taught unanimouſly fince 
<« the Council of Trent,” the language of that 
Council is decidedly in favour of the Supremacy 
and Infallibility of the Pope. The Trentine Fa- 


thers, many of whom were themſelves biſhops and 


archbiſhops, and ſome patriarchs, aſcribe to the 


Pope the care of the univerſal Church 7 virtue 


of his Office, and ſpeak of the ſupreme power 
in it committed to him 2. In their decrees con- 
cerning reformation, notwithſtanding their. ſepa- 
rate and collective rights, they make a reſerve for 
the authority of the apoſtolical See 3. They enact 


: See Watſon. | * Trent, Council of, No. 1, 2. 
3 Ibid. No. 3. | 7 : 
1145 alſo 
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alſo that all who have benefices with cute of foals 
ſhall promiſe and ſwear, that they will continue in 
obedience to the Roman Church :; which holy 
Roman Church they allow to be the mother and 
miſtreſs of all Churches: and as they were con- 


vened by authority of the Pope, ſo they ſpeak: of 


their Council as held or celebrated under him =, 
Theſe are manifeſt recognitions of his W 
over Them and the whole Church. + 

The ſame Council, having recited that they bad 
deputed certain of their members to examine and 
report to them concerning books ſuſpected or per- 
nicious, and that this buſineſs was done, but that 
the holy Synod could not come to a diſtinct and 
proper deciſion upon it, on account of the variety 
and multitude of the books, decreed, that what 
had been performed by them ſhould be laid before 
the moſt holy Roman Pontif, that by his judge- 
ment and authority it might be concluded, and 
made public; the ſame they ordered to be done 
with reſpect to the Catechiſm, that was to have 
been drawn up under the inſpection of the Coun- 
cil, and with * alſo to the Miffal and Bre- 
viary 3. 

Setting aſide the cenſuring of 1 improper Sus, 
the compoſing of a Catechiſm that was to be a ſure 
and authentic inſtitution of belief and practice, 
and the reviſing of the moſt ſolemn offices of di- 
vine worſhip for general uſe and obſervance, were 


+ Trent, Council of, No. 4. * Ib. No. g, 6f 3 Ib. 
undertakings 
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_ undertakings worthy the united wiſdom of their 

aſſembly, which they conſign to the Pope, to be 
completed by his judgement and authority. 
They ſuppoſed themſelves to act in their ſyno- 
dical capacity under the immediate direction of 
Chriſt, and that their voice was the voice of the 
Holy Spirit *. As guardians: therefore of the 
Church and its faith, they could not have intruſted 
the perfecting of their labours into the hands of 
another, unleſs they had regarded him as illumi- 
nated with « the mind of: Chriſt,” able to ex- 
plain his doctrines with certainty to his people, 
and to inſtruct them to ſpeak as _ ought to 
ſpeak in their addreſſes to Heaven. 

Not leſs deference did they teſtify to the Ro- 
man See at the cloſing of their Council: when all 
their decrees and canons having been read over, 
it was propoſed that they ſhould requeſt the con- 
firmation of them by the moſt bleſſed Roman 
„ Pontif*.” The propoſal, unuſual as it was 3, 
met with the ready concurrence of the Fathers, 
who were then at Trent to the number of about 
two hundred and fifty five; only the archbiſhop 
of Granada diffenting ; and in oppoſition to Him 
three biſhops of his own nation declared that they 
requeſted the confirmation as neceſſary l. 

Human wiſdom and authority might have ſuf- 
ficed to confirm their regulations of diſcipline ; 


, Trent, Council of, No. 8. 2 Ib. No. g. 
s See Febronius, No. 2. See Pallavicini. 
but 


[ 44 ] 
but their canons and definitions of faith called for 
a higher ſanction. They were to go forth to the 
Church as bearing the ſeal of infallible truth; and 
they applied to the Roman Pontif to fe to _ 


that ſeal by his ratification. 
Nothing could have a ſtronger e to con- 


firm the claims which they well knew he made to | 0 


a Sovereignty over the whole Church, and to ex- 
emption from error in his public determinations, 
than ſuch acts of a Council . lawfully congregated 
<« in the Holy Spirit,” as they ſpeak of them- 
ſelves 1, and fitting for the refutation of falſe opi- 
nions by the eſtabliſhment of truth. 

Now whether the Trentine Fathers aſcribed ſo 
much to the Roman Pontif through. a miſtaken 
judgement, or by ſomewhat of a temporiſing ſpirit, 
which only the great Searcher of hearts can know 
aſſuredly, the propagation of error among their 
people is the ſame, And if they lead their friends 
aſtray in the material points, for ſuch ſurely they 
are, of Supremacy and Infallibility, who can depend 

on the certainty of their deciſions in any doctrine 
that has not the ſanction of Holy Writ, but reſts 
on the judgement of the Council, and the tradi- 
tions of the Churches which they repreſented ? 


Safer and happier, I truſt, are the devout ſons 


and daughters of the Church of England: which 


Trent, Council of, No. 4 1 
| propoſes 


e 
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propoſes to their belief all that Scripture requires, 
interpreted in the fundamental articles of faith by 
primitive antiquity ; and allows nothing elſe to 
have ſtrength and authority as neceflary to ſalva- 
tion. 7; 
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CONTAINING 


AUTHORITIES AND SOME NOTES. 


| AvGusTIN, St. p. 3. 

ee St. Auguſtine, Aretas, and other writers, commonly 
« expound it, neither as Babylon itſelfe, a city of Chaldea, 
« or Egypt, or any other city, which may be ſo called ſpi- 
« ritually, as Hieruſalem before chap xi. is named Spi- 
& ritual Sodome and Ægypt, but of the general ſociety of 
© the impious,” &c. . Annotations on Rev. xvii. 5. in the 
Old Rhemiſh Teſtament. Yet St. Auguſtin De Civitate 
Dei, book xviii. chap. 2 and 22, calls Babylon the firſt 
Rome; and Rome the ſecond Babylon. And' he is one of 
the authorities to which Corn. a Lapide on the ome refers 
to ſhow that Babylon means Rome. 


BELLARMINE, Cardinal, 5 p- 9, 12. 
De Pontifice Romano. 
I, Ipſis præcipue debet eſſe nota ſuæ is authorits 


Lib. iv. c. 3. 
2. Non eſt improbabile Petri ſedem Romæ locatam Do- 


mino jubente. Ib. ii. 12. 
Deus 
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IN D E x. - 
Deus ipſe 1 * lah. — Petri aſus. 


Ib. iv. 4. 5 — 
CY — 6 adds — U]—— oO wa; be PO og 


| anne Philip, p. 16, 24. 


De claris Pontificiarum Epiſtolarum Scriptoribus. Roma, 


1753, 8vo. 


1. Si quid in/illo intetitu atque occaſu literarum reliquum 
fuit in ſcribendo humanitatis atque elegantiz, Romz certe 
atque in Pontificum Epiſtolis fuit ; adeo ut eloguentia, quæ 


Romana vigente republica fuerat libertatis, facta eſſe quo- 


dammodo videretur alumna Religionis. p. 73. 


2. Facile ut -appareat Gregorii VII.] Epiſtolas ejus 


eſſe, qui ampliorem quandam Pontificatus formam primus 


inſtituerit, quemadmodum Pontifices non ſolum colerentur 


ab regibus, ſed etiam timerentur. p. 75. 


BossveT, Meſſire Jacques Benigne, 
Eveſque de Meaux, p. 4, 27, 34+ 


LA pocalypſe avec une Explication. Paris, 1689, 8vo, 


1. Avec des traits, fi marquez, c'eſt une Enigme aiseée 3 


dechrifre, que Rome ſous la figure de nn Pref, 


No. vii. pag. 18. 
2. Egliſe, dont il n'y a aucun n veſtige dans — ** ürre. 


Pref, No. x. p. 34. | 
3. uet endeavours to prove that Babylon means 


Rome under the Pagan emperors, and that the final deſola- 
tion of Babylon, predicted in the Revelation, took place 
when Alaric, commander of the Goths, took and ſacked 


Rome, A. D. 410. p. 388, 398. 
Calmet, in. his Bibliotheque Sacree, ſays, that this is one 


of the moſt eſteemed explications of the Apocalyple ; though 


it has met with a rough adverſary, un rude adverſaire, in 


the perſon of Vitringa. 
Vitringa's book, to which Calmet refers, is intitled a 


criſis Apocalypſeos. Francfort, 1705, 4to. 
T- | Another 


— 


N D E. X. 


its " Another hypotheſis Hr 91190 0 Nauen ſee under E 


FTEKSDG, £19 £171 OT :Bonrs, Papal, 
. Of Pi v. p. 10. | | 
This Bull may be ſeen at length in Camden- s Annals of 
Queen Elizabeth, under the year 1570, and in Burnet's 
Hiſtory of the Reformation, Vol. yy forme Kerri of Re- 
— pag. 377. 
Mr. Camden ſays, © The more ee Slappitired of 
« this papal Bull; becaufe no admonition, as ought of 
« right, preceded it; and they foreſaw the many evils that 
« thence hung over themſelves; who before had ſafely 
enough followed their own worſhip in their own houſes, 
< or without ſcruple of conſcience had not refuſed to attend 
c the ſervice of the Church of England.” 
Some have aſſerted, that before the iſſuing of this Bull 
none of any perſuaſion refuſed to attend the ſervice of the 
Church of England. This is denied in Dod's Church 
* Vol. II. . 397+ Nor does Camden aflert fo 
much. 0 
1. Of f Urban VIII. p. 10. 8 | b 
The Bull, In Cana Domini, is ſaid to have Wis bee 
to its preſent ſtate by Urban VIII. A copy of it, as pub- 
Hhed by Paul V. A. D. 1613, with a tranſlation into Eng- 
liſh, may be found in the Theological Works of Mr. 
Charles Leſlie, Vol. I. p. 544. It was publiſhed at Ve- 
nice, A. D. 1769, 8vo.. with Reflections upon it by an 
anonymous author, who ſhows at large the deſpotic ſpirit 
of it, invading the rights of ſovereigns and ene laic 
and eccleſiaſtical.” See under Contini. e 
* HE Of P IV. p 1% . 39. 
1. Bull for the confirmation of the Oecumenical Coun- 
eil of Trent: | 
Si cui vero in eis aliquid obſcurius dictum et ae 
faiſſe, eamque ob cauſam interpretatione aut deciſione ali- 
* E | qua 


— —f——k—᷑ ͥ́ — — ——— 


IN Nun 


gua egere viſum fuerit, adſcendat ad lacum nem Dominus 
elegit, ad ſedem videlicet Apoſtolicam (Deut xvii.) omni 


um fidelium magiſtram. 


2. Cum autem ipſa ſancta — pro ſua erga 1 


Apoſtolicam reverentia, antiguorum etiam Conciliorum veſ- 


tigiis inherens, decretorum ſuorum omnium, quæ noſtro 


et prædeceſſorum noſtrorum 3 2 


tionem a nobis petierit, &c. Ib. 
See under Febronius. 


_— Mobio ade Ces ese farynribue, ile m de 
rebus Sedi Apoſtolicæ proprie reſeryatis ipſi Concilio arbi- 
trium per literas ad legatos noſtros ſcriptas ultro permiſe- 
rimus, que de Sacramentis et aliis rebus, quæ quidem ne- 
ceflariz viſe ſint, tractanda, definiends, et ſtatuenda, reſta- 
bant. Ib. 

4. Bull in the form of a proſeſion n tp be apgde 
upon oath : 

Nulli ergo hominum liceat havs paginam * * 
tatis et mandati infringere, vel ei auſu temerario contraire. 
Si quis autem hoc intentare præſumpſerit, indignationem 
Omnipotentis Dei, ac beatorum Petri et Pauli rn 
rum e ſe noverit incurſurum. 


ee an p- K 
Letters containing an account of what ſeemed wet re- 
markabls in Staad. Italy, &c. printed A. D. op 


F _ Cavs, William, D. D. 1 
Diſſertation concerning the Government * the ancient 
Church. 8vo, London, 1683. | 
80 under 22 III. and Gregory VII. 


1 Cebnecil of, p. 2 25. 
bal is well known that the . 
opened about A. D. 1414, and che Council of Baſil within 


* — after it, a che ſuperiority of general 
Councils 


INDEX 


2 — But not long after the Couneil of 
Florence declared the Pope head of the Church in terms 
that, according to Cardinal Orſi, Vol. II. p. 228, are in- 
— — with the reſolutions of thoſe two Councils. 
in the next century, when the laſt Lateran Council 

ye; Gr Leo X. publiſhed a Bull which reſcinded thoſe 
deerees of the Councils of Conftance and Baſil; that ex- 
alted general Councils above the Popes. Orſi, ib. p. 244- 
And he publiſhed this Bull, — approbante Concilio. See 


— 


chm, Padre, 24z 29, 38. Dell ordine de Chierici 
 Rrpolari Teatini; Teologo del Duca di Parma. To this 
auttior are aſcribed . : 
Riflefſioni fopra la Bolla In Cuena Dowihi, 8vo. Ve- 
| nice, A. D. 1769. 


1. * Augdiditg to this writer, whoever he was, the Bull 
In Cena Domini is the genuine offspring of the dictates of 
Pope Gregory VII. in which Gregory declared himſelf ab- 
ſolute lord over temporals and ſpirituals, over emperors 
and Kings, whoth he could depoſe ; over all the world, 
councils, biſhops, and men's conlciences : againſt whom 
alone lies no appeal, who only is infallible, alone ſubject to * 
no reform. pag. 31. 1455 | 

2. Of thoſe Dictates he ſays, p. 30, The queſtion agi- 
tated among the critics is of little moment, whether Gre- 
gory himfelf put them together or not, ſince it is certain 
that they expreſs his ſentiments and maxims. 

fSee alfs Moſheim's Eccl. Hiftory, cent. xi. part ii. 
chap. ii. note. ] 

3. According to the fame author, 4 As our Lord Jeſus 
« Chrift deputed St. Peter to ſtand in his ſtead as his re- 
ec preſentative, fo did he equally depute the other Apoſtles, 
« committing to them an equal ſhare on earth of his 
“ power which he had received from ms Father. As my 
" « Father hath ſent me, I alſo ſend you.“ Succeſſor of St. 
E 2 „ 


I Ni UU 


« Peter is the Roman Pontif; and ſucceſſors of the Apoſ- 
ce tles are the Biſhops in the very ſame . * Au- 
ce 4 ph hath obſerved. "7. 82. Fi] 110088 Sails 


E 7 +. % 38 


5 Daix Mr, Sir Ved p. 27, 33. 


An Inquiry into the ſecondary Cauſes which Mr. Gib- 
bon has afligned for the rapid . of . 


In this lokined and N work is ; the following 3 inge- 
nious remark: & Here let it be obſerved in paſſing, that 
“ Laodicea was overthrown by an earthquake, A. U. C. 
ce 81g. and that the Neronian perſecution began A. U. C. 
« 817. It is then not very probable that St. John would 
« have addreſſed the Laodiceans as he does Rev. ch. iii.] 
ce at ver. 17. had their city been ruined about five years be- 
« fore. This may contribute to ſupport the very ancient 
0 tradition, that the Apocalypſe was . publiſhed under the 
ec c perſecution by Domitian.” pag · 41. note. 


FABRETTI, Raphael, p· 7 


De Aquis et Aquæductibus Veteris Rome, 10 Rome, 


A. D. 1680. See No. 263266, &c. | 


F EPRONIUS, Juſtinus . C. p. 43. 
De Statu Eccleſiæ et legitima Poteſtate Romani Pontificis, 
 4to. A. D. 176 3 = 


The author, who takes the name of Febronius, is ſaid to 
be John Nicolas ab Hontheim, Suffragan of Triers, born 


in Triers Jan. 29, 1701, and made biſhop of Miciahd, in 


partibus, A. D. 1748. 5 
1. Omnes Apoſtoli a Patribus, i imo. ab HEE Vicarii 
Chriſti appellantur, omnes eadem authoritate, eadem poteſ- 


tate a Chriſto donati ſunt, illamque eodem modo, quo Pe- 


trus, exercuerunt, &c. p. 41. 
2. Quantum ad Concilia generalia occidentis, quibus per 
legatos Papa adſuit, nullum noſcitur quod miſerit ad illum 


ſuorum 


4 


T M D in, 


ſuorum geſtorum relationes; unicum eſt TRIDEN TIN UM 
quod Pontificis confirmationem rogaverit. p. 300. 

Compare with this what Pius I/. * in his Bull of 
confirmation, that the Council acted thus, Antiquorum 
Coneiliorum veſtiglis inhær ens. 


ati) Jacobus, p. 15. 
De vetere Jure Pontificio. 
| Rome Meernz, urbium principi, capiti orbis, virtutum 
dominæ, juris et æquitatis vindici, vetuſtatis miraculo ve- 
nerando, victrici, potenti, auguſtæ, piæ, felici, æternum re- 
naſcenti, xternum reſurgenti. Ap. Cor. a Lapide in 
Apoc. xviii. 3. 


Tins St. p. 37. 
Æterna cum dicitur quæ temporalis eſt, nomen eſt blaſ- 


phemiæ. Ad Algas. Quæſtion. xi. 


A LAPIDE, Cornelius, p. 4, 15, 33> 35. 

1. Commentarii in Apocalypſim Sti. Johannis Apoſtoli. 
See in Apoc. xvii. 1, &c. | 

2. Roma ethnica ſub Nerone'et ſequentibus Imperatori- 
bus uſque ad Conſtantinum fuit Babylon; ſub Conſtantino 
facta Chriſtiana et pia, deſiit eſſe Babylon, ccepitque eſſe ci- 
vitas ſana, urbs fidelis, Sion Deo dilecta, columen fidei, 
mater pietatis, magiſtra ſanctitatis; ſub finem mundi deſe- 
rens fidem, pietatem, Chriſtum, Pontificem, rurſum fiet Ba- 
bylon. 

3. Aliud eſt Roma urbs, aliud Eccleſia Romans. Rur- 
ſum: Aliud eſt Roma ethnica; aliud Roma Chriſtiana, ib. 


Liser PONTIFICALIS, p. 12, ſeu, De Geſtis Romanorum 
Pontificum. Rome, 3 vol. to. | 
See under Sanctus Petrus. 


4x ; MAR- 


* 
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1 MARCELLINVSs, Ammianus, p. 37. 
5 | Vrbis æternæ Epiſcopi. . lib. n 


| | Mepats, Imperial, p. 3. 

Num iſmata Imperatorum Romanorum, D. Anſelmi Ban- 
duri, 2 vol. Paris, 1718. where we ſee Rome Æternæ 
on, medals of Gallienus, Tacitus, Probus, Licinius, Con- 
ſtantine, and ſome other emperors. - _ 
„There is one of the father 8 not yet men- 
ec tioned, which has for its reverſe Rome, habited like a 
cc Pallas, with helmet, ſpear, and ſhield, holding out a vic- 
« tory on her right hand, and inſcribed, Rome: #terne.” 


Medallic Hiſtory of Imperial Rome, by William Cooke, 


M. A. 2 vol. Lond. 1781. Vol. II. p. 322. 


Mevars, Papal, 19. : 
Numifimata Romanorum Pontificum, per Radulphinum Ve- 
nuti. Rome, 1744. 

1. Reipublicæ Chriſtianæ Rex ac Pater. | Medalof Ju- 
lius III. p. 14. 
2. Gens et Regnum quod non ſervierit tibi peribit. Me- 
dal of the ſame, p. 26. 
3. Glorioſa dicta ſunt de te, Civitas Dei. Medal of 
Sixtus IV. The Pope opening the Gate at the Jubilee, 
A. D. 1475. See Plal: $6. aliter 87. p. 19. 

4. Circumdate Sion. Medal of Paul in. See Pſalm 
the ſame, p. 19. 

5. Illuminare, Jeruſalem. Medal of Pius V. See Iſai. 
Ix. I. p. 19, 34. 

6. Fundamenta ejus in montibus anQiis, Medal of Ju- 
lius III. and Alexander VII. Pfal 86, or 87. p- 19. 


Menocnivs, Johannes Stephanus, p. 4 35. 
T rattenimenti eruditi, Vol. I. cent. 2. cap. 41. 
Commentarii totius Sacræ Scripturz. _ 


Meretrix hæc, cui nomen 10 len, ut dicitur infra 


N. 5, 
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ſum erit tempore Antichriſti, In APOC. X xvii. 1. 


Mon zroxl, * el Antonio, p. 37. 
Annali d'Italia, under the year of our Lord 324. 


Few are the laws of Conſtantine in the preſent year, 
1c and theſe carry evidence in them that he was in Sirmium 
4 and Theſſalonica. Nor is there the leaſt appearance 
<« that he came to Rome; as Cardinal Baronius imagined ; 


ho records his baptiſm as having been received in that 


<< great City; relating the ſumptuous Donation which it is 
e pretended was made to the Roman Church by him; his 
« leproſy, with other aſtoniſhing occurrences. At this 
« day there is no man of letters who does not know that 
© ſuch facts are the fabulous inventions of later ages. And 

« as it would be ſuperfluous to ſay more about them, I 
e ſhall not ſtop to expoſe their falſity.” Again under the 
year 337, which was the year of Conſtantine's death, he 
ſhows that this emperor then received baptiſm in N 
dia, at the hands of Euſebius, biſhop of that city, and not in 
the year 324, from Pope S. Silveſter. 

A long declamation of Laurentius Valla expoſing the 
barbariſms, incongruities, abſurdities, and improbabilities, 
of that Donation, is printed i in the Faſciculus Rerum, &c. 
Vol. I. pag. 132. 

Nothing is here intended againſt the right of the Popes 
as ſovereigns of their temporal dominions. They poſſeſs 


them, though not by grant from Conſtantine, yet by a pre- 


ſcription of ages, and other titles, which at this day cannot 
juſtly be conteſted, 


| Newron, Sir Tac, on the Prophecies of Daniel, p. 37. 
In chapter viii. of this work, the edict of the emperor 
Valentinian III. is recited at length; in which the biſhop 


of Rome i is ſtyled Papa AÆternæ Urbis. 
E 4 ORs1, 


n. 5, eſt Roma, non Chriſtiana, qualis nunc eſt, ſed infi- 
delis et pagana, qualis fuit tempore Sti. Joannis, qualis rur- 
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IC NED EAX 


Ons, F. Gius. Agoſtino, Cardinale, p. 11, 34, 37. 


Della. infallibilita e dell' autorità del Romano Pontifice. 


Riſtretto, 2 vol. 12mo. Rome; 1741. 


Dell' origine del Dominio e della Sovranith de Pontifici 


Romani, 12mo. Rome, 1754. 


1. Che Geſd Criſto abbia iſtituita nella ſua Chieſa la 
Monarchia o forme di Governo Monarchico, e che di 
queſta Monarchia il fupremo Capo ſia il Romano Pontifice, 
non è alcuno tra i Cattolici, il quale ardiſca 6 poſſa n ne- 

garlo. Riſtrett. Vol. II. p. 251. | oy 
2. In the fecond of theſe works, c. viii. pag. 117. he 


ſhows that from A. D. 754, the Roman Pontifs alone have 


had the ſupreme dominion of Rome; but he chooſes to be 
ent about Conſtantine” 8 Donation. | 


. * PALLAVICINT, Sforza, Cardinale, p. 43. 
Itoria del Concilio di Trenta. See lib. xxiv. ap. vii. 
p pag. Tone. tom. ii. 


| . e Natural 5 p· 7 · 
Poxr1Ficats Romanum, Urbani VIII. Auctoritate 1 re- 
cognitum. Par. 1683, 8vo. p. 14. 
: DE Confeerationg. Ele in Epiſcopurn . Fe orma Juramenti, 


F = : 


Poris, Roman. 
L'Let. Þ. T5. 
In Nativ. Apoſt. Petri et Pauli. Serm. I. 
Iſtiꝰ ſunt qui te ad hanc gloriam provexerant, ut gens 


ſana, populus electus, civitas ſacerdotalis et regia, per ſa- 


cram beati Petri ſedem caput orbis effeQa latius præſideres 
religione div ina quam dominatione terrena. | 
II. Gregorius I. p. 23. 
Mauritio Auguſto: 


Numquid 


A my 


1. N D. E X. 


Numquid ego hae in re, piiſſime Domine, propriam cau- 


ſam defendo? Numquid ſpecialem injuriam vindico? An 


non magis cauſam Omnipotentis Dei, et cauſam univerſalis 


Eccleſiæ. Epiſtolar. Lib. iv. Epiſt. 32, 


Abſit a cordibus Chriſtianorum illud nomen blaſphemiz 


[Epiſcopus univerſalis] in quo omnium ſacerdotum honos 

adimitur, dum ab uno ſibi dementer arrogatur. Ib. 
Eulogio Alexandrino : 

Nullus unquam deceſſorum meorum hoc tam profano vo- 


cabulo uti conſenſit; quia videlicet fi unus patriarcha uni- 
verſalis dicitus, patriarcharum nomen ceteris derogatur. ' 


Lib. iv. Epiſt. 36. 
Joanni Epiſcopo B 
Quid ergo, frater chariſſime, in illo terribili examine ve- 


nientis judicii dicturus es, qui non ſolum Pater, ſed etiam 


Generalis Pater in mundo, vocari appetis? Lib. iv.-Ep. *. 
Mauritio Imperatori: - 

* autem fidenter dico, quia quiſquis ſe Univerſalem' In 
cerdotem vocat vel vocari deſiderat, elatione ſua Antichriſ- 
tum præcurrit, quia ſuperbiendo ſe cæteris præponit. Lib. 
iv. as 1 

| Eulogio Epiſcopo Alas; 


Tk in præfatione Epiſtolæ, quam ad meipſum, qui 
prohibui, direxiſtis, ſuperbæ appellationis verbum, me Papam 


Univerſalem dicentes, imprimere curaſtis. Quod peto dul- 
ciſſima Sanctitas tua non ultra faciat: quia vobis ſubtrahi- 
mur quod alteri plus quam ratio exigit præbetur. Epiſt. 


Lib. vii. Ep. 30. In this Epiſtle is ſome account of the 


miſſion and ſucceſs of Auguſtin among the Saxons in Bri- 


tain, which is conſidered by Gregory as In mundi angulo 


poſita, and, in mundi finibus. 
Theſe and the like declarations of Gregory proved very 
diſtreſsful to Cardinal Bellarmine ; who not caring to con- 


tradict a Pope of ſuch name, and whoſe authority and in- 


N he was to maintain, endeavoured to explain and diſ- 


tinguiſh - 


© 


. N. R E X. 
tinguiſh away his meaning: with What ſucceſs: the reader 


may judge by conſulting the Inſtructiones Hiſtorieo- theolo- 


gicæ of the learned and pious John Forbes a Corſe, D. D. 

Profeſſor of Divinity in the univerſity of Aberdeen in the 

time of Charles I. to whom he dedicated his work. Lib. xvi. 
cap. vii. & 16-21. 


III. BO ᷑˖AcE III. p. 25. 
* Not long aſter Gregory the Firſt} dies, and Sabinian, 


E who ſucceeded him; living not full ſix months, Boniface, the 
4 third of that name, takes the'chair.—And now he thought 


«@ jt a fit time to put in for what the Popes, notwithſtand- 
<« ing all the pretences of ſelf-denial, ſo much deſired. — 
« From the very firſt entrance upon the papacy; he dealt 


<, with Phocas about this-matter, and at length gained the 


c point. And now that title that had fo lately been new, 
« vain, proud, foelifh,. prumhaue, wicked, hypocritical, pre- 
« fſumptuot, perverſe, blaſphemous, deviliſh and antichriſ- 

tian; became in a moment not only warrantable; but holy 
& and laudable, being” ſanctified by the eee e 

Cave on Church Government, p. 326. 

In the ſixth chapter of this learned Diſſertation the whole 
of this diſpute between the Patriarchs of ee and Con- 


eee 
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IV.- Gan VII. b. 24% 40. | 
Jae his twenty-ſeven — the end . e on an- 
cient Church Government... | 


v. in- l. * Sylvius, of the Picolomini fimily,of 
Siena, p- 29. 

He was Pope in the time of our Henry VI. and writing 
when he was a cardinal in vindication of the Papal Supre- 
maeyz obſerves; that before the Nicene Council, that is til 
A. D. 325, little deference was paid to the Roman Pontif, 

Epiſt. 


PK 


I N D E KX. 


Epiſt n der of his W printed at. Leyden 
A. D. 1497» 


VI. Pivs IV. p. 135 39. EN under Bulls Papal, No. 3 | 
VII. Prus V. p· 10. See Bulls 8 No. 2. 


VIII. Ua RAM VIII. p. 10. See Bulls Papal, No. 2. 
Sr Aro preſente della Corte di Roma, 2 vols. 1 2mo. 


Rome, 1765. P. 12, 1 
e 1 . * * 


2. Vol. II. p. 5. 


TxENT, Council of, p. 14, 41, 42. | 

. Santz Romanz, Eccleſiz Cardinalesquorum con- 

alle apud ſanctiſſimum Romanum Pontificem cum univer- 

ſalis Eccleſiæ adminiſtratio nitatur, Canones et Deereta: 
Seſſio xxv. cap. 1. De Reformatione. 

2. Beatiſſimus Pontifex Romanus, quam n 
univerſe Eccleſiæ in muneris ſui officio debet, eam hic po- 
tiſſimum impendat, &c. Seſſ. xxiv. Norma Procedendi ad 
Creationem. Epiſcoporum et Cardinalium, cap. 1. 

Merito Pontifices maximi pro ſuprema poteſtate ſibi in 
Eccleſia univerſa tradita cauſas aliquas criminum graviores 
ſuo potuerunt peculiari judicio reſervare. Seſſ. xiv, cap. 7. 
De caſuum reſervatione. 

3. Sacroſancta Synodus, riſdem prefidentibus Legatis, 
inceptum Reſidentiæ et Reformationis negotium, ad Dei 
laudem et Chriſtianæ Religionis incrementum proſequi in- 
tendens ut ſequitur, ſtatuendum cenſuit, ſalva ſemper in om- 
nibus Sedis apoſtolicæ authoritate. Seſſ. vii. Decretum de 
Reformatione. | 

4. In Romanæ Eccleſiæ obedientia ſe permanſuros ſpon- 
deant ac jurent. Seſſ. xxiv. De Reformatione. cap. 12. 

5. De indice librorum, et Catechiſmo, Breviario et Mif- 
ſali. | 

Sacro- 


1 N DUE? X: 


--Sacroſandta Synodus in ſecunda Seſſione, ſub: anime | 


Domino noſtro Pio IV. celebrata, dilectis quibuſdam patri- 


bus commiſit, ut de yariis cenſuris, ac libris, vel ſuſpectis, 

vet pernicioſis, quod facto opus eſſet, conſiderarent; atque 
ad ipſam ſanctam Synodum referrent; audiens nunc, huic 
operi ab eis extremam manum impoſitam eſſe; nec tamen, 
ob librorum varietatem et multitudinem Poſlit diſtincte et 
commode a ſancta Synodo dijudicari; præcipit, ut quicquid 
ab illis præſtitum ſit ſanctiſſimo Romano Pontifici exhibea- 
tur: ut ejus judicio atque auctoritate terminetur et evulge- 
tur. Idemque de Catechiſmo a Patribus, quibus illud 
mandatum fuerat, et de Miſſali et Breviario fieri mandat. 
Seſſ. xxv. 

6. Sacroſancta Synodus i in ſecunda Seſſione, ſub ſanctiſſi- 
mo Domino noſtro Pio IV. cclebrata, &c. Continuatio 
Seſſionis die iv. Decembris. | | 

7. Sacroſancta, œcumenica, et generalis Tridentina Sy- 
nodus, in Spiritu Sancto legitime congregata. Seſſ. ii. and 
at the opening of the Seſſions generally. 

8. Non humanis quidem viribus confiſa, ſed Domini 


noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, qui os et ſapientiam Eccleſiz ſuæ ſe da- 


turum promiſit, ope et auxilio freta. Sefl. > xviii. F eb. 26. 
I 562. 

9. Hanc ergo non humanam ſed Spiritus Sancti vocem 
audientes ne obdurent corda ſua. De fine Concilii, et con- 
firmatione petenda a ſanctiſſimo Domino noſtro. Ib. 


Tacirvs, Vita Agricolæ, p. 29. 


VNV TI, Ridolphino, p. 6. 
t. Numiſmata Pontificum Romanorum præſtantiora, 
4to. Rome, 1744. Sec Medals Papal. 
2. Deſcrizione delle Antichita di Roma, 4to. Rome, 
2703: Part ii, Page 77. 
= -% De- 
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3. Deſcrizione di Roma . 2 vol 4to. Rome, 
1766. v. i. p. 76. 


1 Warzon, Charles Henly, p. 41. 
Letter to the Roman Catholics of che City of Worceſter. 


London, 1784. notes Pag. > 2 


THE END. 


